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TRAINEES GRADUATE FROM FIRST STAGE OF TRAINING 
 
A group of 73 Papua New Guineans have taken the first steps towards an exciting new career, completing 
the first stage of their Production Operations and Maintenance training program. 
 
The trainee technicians celebrated this momentous occasion with a graduation dinner on 5 December at the 
Gateway Hotel with their families and Esso Highlands Limited representatives. 
 
Trainees who meet the program’s academic and behavioural expectations will travel to Canada in January to 
complete one year of Advanced Skills Training before returning to Papua New Guinea to commence Facility 
Specific Training at PNG LNG facilities. 
 
Ultimately, the Operations and Maintenance trainees will become qualified technicians capable of operating 
and maintaining the PNG LNG Project’s Hides Gas Conditioning Plant and LNG Plant along with associated 
pipelines and wells.  
 
Patti McNulty, PNG LNG Project Training and National Workforce Development Manager praised the 
trainees’ commitment to the course over the past 18 months.  
 
“We congratulate this group of very capable and inspiring Papua New Guineans who have reached a 
significant milestone in their training and development,” said Ms McNulty.  
 
“Building the skills of Papua New Guinean workers through training is an integral part of the PNG LNG 
Project’s National Content Plan. As of third quarter 2011, the Project’s construction workforce is over 11,000 
people, and over 7,200 of these are Papua New Guineans. 
 
“We are providing training opportunities to our workforce covering a wide range of areas to enhance the 
skills and knowledge of the Papua New Guinean workforce for both their current roles and future 
employment opportunities either with the Project or elsewhere,” she said 
 
Trainees had completed a 12-month Foundation Skills Program which included mathematics, computing, 
physics and chemistry, and are now completing a six-month Basic Skills Training Program designed to 
introduce the fundamentals of the oil and gas industry. 
 
Selection of a second intake of Operations and Maintenance trainees is well underway with training 
scheduled to commence in January 2012.   
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The PNG LNG Project is an integrated development that includes gas production and processing facilities, onshore and 
offshore pipelines and liquefaction facilities. Participating interests are affiliates of Exxon Mobil Corporation (including 
Esso Highlands Limited as operator, 33.2 percent), Oil Search Limited (29.0 percent), National Petroleum Company 
Papua New Guinea (16.6 percent), Santos Limited (13.5 percent), JX Nippon Oil and Gas Exploration (4.7 percent), 
Mineral Resources Development Company (PNG landowners, 2.8 percent) and Petromin PNG Holdings Limited (0.2 
percent). 


