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Mitigation and management measures

Further cultural heritage surveys are being undertaken to supplement

the data already gathered as part of the environmental assessment and
provide the basis for site-specific cultural heritage management plans to be
developed in consultation with the PNG National Museum and Art Gallery.

These plans will identify specific measures required for each known cultural
heritage site, such as avoidance, salvage, community ritual, documentation.
Mitigation measures include:

e Avoidance of highly significant sites — A number of sites have been
identified as highly significant and will be avoided during construction.

e Site recording and mapping — Systematic documentation and mapping
of sites within the areas of disturbance will be conducted as part of pre-
construction surveys.

e Management — Management of cultural sites within the area of
disturbance and documentation and storage of salvaged materials.

e Stakeholder consultation — Cultural heritage specialists will involve local communities in the protection and salvage of
sites.

e Salvage of cultural heritage materials — When
avoidance of sites is not possible, the sites will be
salvaged and recorded using cultural heritage
specialists. Relocation of burial grounds or other
locally important materials will be carried out
according to local custom.

In addition to the known cultural heritage sites,
construction activities have the potential to disturb or alter
as-yet unrecorded archaeological sites within the project
area. Unknown archaeological sites, including skeletal
remains, discovered during archaeological salvage or
construction activities are referred to as ‘chance finds’.

The Cultural Heritage Management Plan incorporates a
Chance Finds Protocol, the overall objective of which is
to provide a set of procedures by which to manage the
preservation and appropriate treatment of chance finds
during construction.

Ground disturbance activities will be monitored and
cultural heritage finds, including skeletal remains, will be
managed in accordance with the agreed protocol and in
close communication with affected communities.
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